CHAUCER AND  HIS TIMES

CHAPTER I
CHAUCER'S LIFE AND TIMES

" THE biography of Chaucer is built upon
doubts and thrives upon perplexities " accord-
ing to one of the most famous of Chaucer
scholars, and the more carefully we consider
"\e evidence upon which this statement is
jised, the more fully do we find it endorsed,
jhe name Chaucer itself has been variously
ived from the Latin  calcearius,  a shoe-
maker, the French chaussier, a maker of long
hose,  and the French chaufecire, chafe-wax
(i. e. a clerk of the court of Chancery whose
duty   consisted   in   affixing   seals   to   royal
X'-"'.The  one  point  of  agreement
Sseems to be that the family was undoubtedly
\f French origin, though whether the founder
'of the English branch came over with th^
Conqueror or in Henry Ill's reign, cannot be
decided.   Most scholars are now agreed that
Chaucer was bom about 1S40, mnd
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